
Dear Friends - Welcome to installment #12 of our History Moment emails - the Hingham
Historical Society's effort to bring Hingham History to you. We hope this material which we
have selected to be uplifting will provide a periodic break from important daily news and
information.

HISTORY MOMENT:
Hingham's Earliest Women Voters

Eileen McIntyre

As we approach the 100th anniversary of the
19th Amendment, giving women in the U.S.
the right to vote in all elections, we look back
at Hingham women who were among the first
to register to vote. The Massachusetts
legislature voted to allow women to vote in
School Committee elections in 1879, though
women had to pay a poll tax to exercise this
right until it was abolished in 1892. Some
communities in Massachusetts extended
women’s limited suffrage to all municipal
elections at the turn of the century, but
Hingham voters repeatedly voted that down.
So the number of women who registered to
vote in Hingham stayed low until the
ratification of the 19th Amendment in August
1920.

The Hingham Town Clerk, Eileen McCracken,
has in the town archives a book that shows
the women who registered to vote starting in
1913 and continuing through the 1920s. As a
member of the League of Women Voters of

The growing numbers of women who
registered between 1913 and 1920 (prior to
ratification of the 19th Amendment)
included factory workers, housekeepers
and telephone operators, as well as
teachers and housewives:

Alice Rubinstein Lane, a 22-year-old public
school teacher living with family on Spring
Street who in February 1915 registers along
with her 49-year-old mother Leah (a
housewife) and her aunt Anna (also a
housewife) age 41. (I like to think that Alice
initiated the group outing to Town Hall.)
Alice’s father was then a house painter. She
was one of 5 children; one older brother was
also a teacher; another brother painted
houses like their dad.
Alice, Leah, and Anna Lane signed the
registration book above.

Mary Ann Coughlan was born in Ireland in
1861 and emigrated that same year with her
parents. She was raised on Hersey Street in
Hingham in a hard-working family. In the
1880 census, she (at age 20) and a brother
John, then 22, were working as laborers,

https:
https://my.lwv.org/massachusetts/hingham


Hingham suffrage centennial committee, I
borrowed this historic volume earlier this year
to learn more about local women who
registered to vote in these early years. I was
able to supplement the information in this
historic register with data that HHS archivist
Bob Malme dug up in Town Reports for the
years 1906 to 1913, along with census
records and other documents I accessed
through Ancestry.com.

In 1910 and 1911, only one woman in
Hingham is recorded as having voted,
according to the Town Report for these
years:
This voter was Natalie Holden Lovejoy
(1880-1930) of Lincoln Street. A 30-year-old
housewife married to Boston attorney Joseph
Lovejoy in 1910, Natalie was later
documented as a “Daughter of the American
Revolution” (listed in the 1927 lineage book of
the National Society of the D.A.R.) with
maternal ancestors including Joshua Walker
of Woburn, MA, a lieutenant in the militia at
the battle of Lexington, and Jonathan Moulton
of Meredith, NH, who, in 1775, took command
of and equipped at his own expense the 3rd

regiment of militia, guarding the seacoast.
Perhaps Natalie was inspired by those
who fought for independence when she
decided to exercise her limited right to
vote.

three younger brothers are employed at local
factories: 18 year old William at the Burr
Brown & Company Cord and Tassel Factory;
14 year old Patrick and 16 year old Thomas
at the Ropewalk/Cordage Factory. Mary Ann
is working as a housekeeper when she
registers to vote at age 56 in 1917.

Perhaps teachers were particularly
motivated to vote in School Committee
elections. Other teachers who registered
prior to 1920 included:
Fannie O. Cushing, a 57-year-old teacher
living on North Street who registered to vote
in February 1914.
Helen Dorrity, a 25-year-old teacher living on
Hersey Street, who registered in 1915.
However, many local women who did not
work outside the home also registered to
vote in School Committee elections.
Among them were: 43-year-old housewife
Mary S. Henderson of Water Street
registered in 1914. 48-year-old housewife
Nellie Foster of Middle Street registered in
1915. 51-year-old housewife Louise B.
Cushing of School Street registered in
February 1915.

Among those who registered to vote in
1920, shortly after the 19th Amendment
passed, were these young women:
The three Kelly sisters living on Green
Street Court who all registered to vote in Oct
1920: Catherine F. Kelly, then 23 years old,
working as a telephone operator, Mary E.
Kelly, then 30, working as a Forelady in a
local factory, and Margaret F. Kelly, then 28,
working as a machine operator at a factory in
Hingham. Their parents both emigrated from
Ireland in 1885 and in 1920 their dad worked
as a gardener on a private estate.
The Kelly sisters signed Registration book
in picture below.

Louise Overton Wilder, 23 years old when
she registered to vote in 1920. She then lived
with her parents on Main Street and was
working as a bookkeeper in an office. The



In 1912, only four “women’s ballots” were
needed for the Hingham School
Committee election. But in 1913, women
were becoming more engaged, and forty
women’s ballots were needed, according
to the Town Report. Among those who first
registered in 1913 was 23-year-old housewife
Beatrice Kimball of Winter Street. Beatrice
was married to James H. Kimball, a manager
at the family-owned Kimball Lumber
Company located along the inner harbor.
They then lived on Winter Street.

1920 census page below shows the Wilder
family at the top of the page.

And the suffragists who fought so long for
the right to vote also would be pleased to
note the action in 1928 of this 21-year-old
daughter of Italian immigrants:
In 1928, Georgina Calvi had just reached
age 21 (legal voting age until 1971) when she
registered to vote. She was single, not
employed at the time, and living in her
family’s home on Kilby Street. Georgina was
born in Hingham in 1907. Her father, like
many hard-working Italian immigrants in the
Kilby Street neighborhood, was a stone
mason.

For More Information:

WATCH the League of Women Voters January 2020 Lecture and Discussion
"Fight for the Vote" held at the Hingham Heritage Museum.
Thank you to the League and our partners at HarborMedia for recording this
program.

Previous History Moments can now be accessed on our website.
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